
“How Can You Own The Sky? provides emotional catharsis on par with the great masterworks of the 
past. The dramatic score is brought to life through first-class orchestration and connects seamlessly 

with the poetry. Both the musicians and the audience were deeply touched by the experience.”    

-Martin Majkut, Music Director of the Rogue Valley Symphony

How Can You Own The Sky? is a journey in four stages, from the legend of creation, through 
the trials of the first peoples of Southern Oregon, into the devastation of the Rogue River 
Wars, and finally toward a more hopeful future of peaceful reconciliation, healing of past 
wrongs, and a return to Native American teachings of greater harmony with our world and 
all its inhabitants.

Synopsis

Left to right: Composer Ethan Gans-Morse,  
Poet Tiziana DellaRovere,  
Takelma Elder Agnes Baker Pilgrim,  
Native Singer and Narrator Brent Florendo, and 
Music Director Martin Majkut receive applause at 
the world premiere of How Can You Own The Sky?

A Symphonic Poem Honoring Native Wisdom

How can you 

OWN the sky?

Music by Ethan Gans-Morse • Poetry by Tiziana DellaRovere
Developed in collaboration with Native American elder Brent Florendo

Commissioned by the Rogue Valley Symphony and premiered in April 2018

See other side for duration, instrumentation, and other details → 



Anima Mundi
Productions

Anima Mundi Productions

ph. 541.778.1211 
info@animamundiproductions.com

For more information, please visit  
animamundiproductions.com

P.O. Box 1323,  
Phoenix, Oregon 97535

Duration

Format

Instrumentation

Music, approximately 30 minutes | Total run time (with drumming and poetry) 45 min.

How Can You Own The Sky? is structured as a four-movement program symphony, 
with each movement beginning with a recitation of narrative poetry, which is then 
depicted through corresponding musical action. The world premiere performance 
began and ended with singing and drumming by Brent Florendo and  
the Dancing Spirit Ensemble.

3 Flutes (2nd dbl. Alto Fl.*, 3rd dbl. Piccolo)
2 Oboes (2nd dbl. English Horn)
2 Clarinets in Bb (2nd dbl. Bb Bass Cl.)
2 Bassoons
1 Contrabassoon
4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones
1 Bass Trombone
1 Tuba
Timpani
Percussion (3 players)
Harp
Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Violoncello
Double Bass

Native American Singing/Drumming Ensemble‡

*  The alto flute part is very small and can easily be substituted 
by the 2nd clarinet player. Contact the composer for alternate 
parts.

†  If possible, anklet bells should be used (such as those worn 
by dancers at Native American Pow-Wows), but sleigh bells 
may be used as a substitute.

‡  For the word premiere performance, the Dancing Spirit 
singing/drumming ensemble performed at the beginning 
and end of the piece as well as between movements III and 
IV, as indicated in the score. For more information, see the 
composer’s contact information below.

How Can You Own The Sky? is the property of the composer, Ethan Gans-Morse. For all inquiries, including booking the  
Native American Ensemble Dancing Spirit, as well as for audio recordings, photo and video documentation of the  
world premiere, perusal score, and poetry, please contact:

Ethan Gans-Morse 541-778-1211 • ethan@animamundiproductions.com
   Or visit www.ethangm.com/HCYOTS

Dragonfly’s wings fell off that great bridge to the stars.
They fell to earth, and as they touched the ground,
They became tears scattered throughout the land.

Grandmother walked the Four Directions, searching for the lost tears,
And when she found them, one by one, she gathered them in her basket,

For the children, and the children of children, to remember for generations to come.

Excerpt of the narrative poetry from How Can You Own The Sky? by Tiziana DellaRovere


